
From: Sharon Osowski
To: Craig Carroll
Cc: Jon Rauscher; Marc Greenberg; Donald-M Smith; Philip Turner; Nick Stone; Donald Williams; R6 DWH

EUL@EPA
Subject: Re: Fw: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples// review of USGS Sampling plan
Date: 06/19/2010 03:03 PM
Attachments: USGSPre-ImpactGOMSamplPlan_v5-17-2010.doc

Craig,

We compared the  EPA QASP with the USGS Pre-Impact Sampling Plan:

·    The USGS sampling plan is designed to measure background concentrations or
“pre-landfall” conditions in the Gulf of Mexico.  The EPA QASP objective is to
provide assessment of chemical contamination and toxicity of water and sediment that
may be contaminated as a result of the spill and response activities.
·    USGS sampling plan only addresses shoreline sampling.  EPA is sampling 
shoreline, nearshore and far off-shore areas.
·    USGS specifies the depth at which sediment samples are taken.  EPA does not
specify the depths, but leaves this decision to field leads.
·    USGS is measuring DOC (Dissolved organic carbon), EPA is measuring TOC
(total organic carbon).
·    USGS is sampling for benthic invertebrates.  It is unclear to us how the samples
will be analyzed and the data used.  We are unclear as to whether it will be tissue
analysis or benthic community analysis.  Biological data in the EPA plan is the
toxicity testing.
·    Clarification is needed as to whether superfund sites are included  in the
statement, “No samples are to be collected from revetment sites or areas where treated
pilings are present.”    The issue here is the USGS definition of revetment.
·    USGS Method GCMS-GS O-5506-06 is methodologically comparable to EPA
SW846 Method 8270C (base neutral semi-volatiles).  However, the reporting limits
are expected to be different.  In general, USGS reporting limits are lower that EPA
reporting limits. Note that EPA reporting limits are often set to be sufficient for risk
assessment and EPA decision purposes.  We do not know what USGS intends to do
with their data.

Sharon Osowski Morgan, Ph.D.
Ecologist
US EPA Region 6
6EN-XP
1445 Ross Ave
Dallas, TX 75202

214-665-7506
214-665-7446 FAX

Certified Senior Ecologist,  Ecological Society of America
Certified Wildlife Biologist, The Wildlife Society
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GISST information:  www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6en/xp/enxp2a3.htm
TEAP information: http://www.epa.gov/region6/6en/xp/enxp2a4.htm

This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or attorney
work product and is for the sole use of the intended recipient.  Any review,
reliance, or distribution by others or forwarding without express permission is
strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and delete all copies.

▼ Marc Greenberg---06/18/2010 05:39:52 PM---Sharon, please look at this.  I will
look at it, too. Jon--have you already looked at this?  If so,

From: Marc Greenberg/ERT/R2/USEPA/US

To: Sharon Osowski/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Cc: Jon Rauscher/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 06/18/2010 05:39 PM

Subject: Fw: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples

Sharon, please look at this.  I will look at it, too.

Jon--have you already looked at this?  If so, does Sharon need to?
---------
Marc S. Greenberg, Ph.D.
Environmental Toxicologist
U.S. EPA - Environmental Response Team
2890 Woodbridge Ave., Bldg. 18
Edison, NJ 08837
+ 609 865 3924 (Cell)
+ 732 452 6413 (T)
+ 732 321 6724 (F)
greenberg.marc@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by Marc Greenberg/ERT/R2/USEPA/US on 06/18/2010 05:35 PM -----

From:    Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US
To:    Susan Webster/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:    Dave Williams/SUPR/R7/USEPA/US@EPA, Paige
Delgado/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Marc Greenberg/ERT/R2/USEPA/US@EPA, Jon
Rauscher/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    06/16/2010 12:15 AM
Subject:    Fw: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples

For EU review and comparison to EPA QASP.

Craig Carroll
Chief, Emergency Readiness Section
EPA Region 6 
Ph:  214-665-2220
Fax:  214-665-9718
----- Forwarded by Craig Carroll/R6/USEPA/US on 06/16/2010 12:13 AM -----

From: Gary Moore/R6/USEPA/US



To: "Eric Delgado" <delgado.eric@epa.gov>, "Craig Carroll" <carroll.craig@epa.gov>, "Steve Mason"
<Mason.Steve@epa.gov>

Date: 06/14/2010 03:05 PM

Subject: Fw: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples

-----------------
Sent by EPA Wireless E-Mail Services

  From: "Spencer, Stephen" [Stephen_Spencer@ios.doi.gov]
  Sent: 06/14/2010 01:45 PM CST
  To: Gary Moore
  Subject: FW: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil
samples

Here is more information on the USGS sampling efforts just for you.  I will forward another e-mail
in a minute with Donna’s contact information.

 
Steve

 
Stephen R. Spencer, PhD
Regional Environmental Officer
U.S. Department of the Interior
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance
1001 Indian School RD NW, Suite 348
Albuquerque, NM 87104
Ph. 505-563-3572, Fax 505-563-3066, Cell (24/7) 505-249-2462
Stephen_Spencer@ios.doi.gov
www.doi.gov/oepc/albuquerque.html

 
From: Charles R Demas [mailto:crdemas@usgs.gov] 
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2010 1:26 PM
To: Spencer, Stephen
Cc: Myers, Donna N; Schertz, Terry L
Subject: RE: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples

 

Steve, 



Donna Myers is the lead on all qw sampling protocols.  Any questions from Gary
should be directed to Donna.  Also, Donna is the lead USGS rep on the EPA
sampling conference calls (two calls held so far).   

As an fyi- you can see our pre-oil landfall sites for the entire Gulf at the following web
address: http://www.usgs.gov/deepwater_horizon/ 

Scroll down to sampling efforts and click on sampling sites.  The draft protocol used
to sample pre-oil landfall is attached.  It includes most of the compounds that were
analyzed as part of that effort.  Terry Schertz, who works for Donna, will be updating
the analytical list with the additional chemicals shortly but has said that the lists
included are the bulk of the chemicals analyzed.   

Charlie 

Charles R. Demas, Director
U.S. Geological Survey
Louisiana Water Science Center
Suite 120
3535 S.Sherwood Forest Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(W)  225 298 5480 ex 3117
(C)   225 978 4201
Fax  225 298 5490

From: "Spencer, Stephen" <Stephen_Spencer@ios.doi.gov> 
To: "Demas, Charles R" <crdemas@usgs.gov>, "Hammond, Stephen E" <sehammon@usgs.gov>, "Davenport,

Marjorie S" <msdavenp@usgs.gov>, "Jones, Sonya A" <sajones@usgs.gov>, "Moore.Gary@epa.gov"
<Moore.Gary@epa.gov> 

Date: 06/13/2010 04:11 PM 
Subject: RE: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil  samples

 

Gary Moore who is an On-Scene Coordinator with EPA and working on the Deepwater

http://www.usgs.gov/deepwater_horizon/


Horizon spill would like some contacts for information on the pre-spill sampling that was
done by USGS.  Would whichever of you is the most appropriate person to answer Gary’s
questions on this effort please e-mail your contact information so he can contact you?? 
Thanks. 
  
Steve 
  
Stephen R. Spencer, PhD 
Regional Environmental Officer 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
1001 Indian School RD NW, Suite 348 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
Ph. 505-563-3572, Fax 505-563-3066, Cell (24/7) 505-249-2462 
Stephen_Spencer@ios.doi.gov 
www.doi.gov/oepc/albuquerque.html 
  
From: Charles R Demas [mailto:crdemas@usgs.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:44 AM
To: Spencer, Stephen
Cc: Raddant, Andrew; Chezik, Michael; Miller, Bill R; Jones, Sonya A; Davenport,
Marjorie S; Hammond, Stephen E
Subject: RE: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples 
  

Steve, 

I am forwarding your request to Sonya Jones, Marge Davenport, and Steve
Hammond.  These folks are coordinating the USGS oil spill response.  To my
knowledge, no post spill water quality sampling has been done as a follow-up to the
pre-landfall sampling.  Steve has the location of all the sampling locations from Texas
to Florida that were sampled as part of the pre-spill sampling effort. 

Charlie 

Charles R. Demas, Director
U.S. Geological Survey
Louisiana Water Science Center
Suite 120
3535 S.Sherwood Forest Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

(W)  225 298 5480 ex 3117
(C)   225 978 4201
Fax  225 298 5490

file:////c/www.doi.gov/oepc/albuquerque.html
mailto:crdemas@usgs.gov


From: "Spencer, Stephen" <Stephen_Spencer@ios.doi.gov> 
To: "Miller, Bill R" <wrmiller@usgs.gov>, "Demas, Charles R" <crdemas@usgs.gov> 
Cc: "Raddant, Andrew" <Andrew_Raddant@ios.doi.gov>, "Chezik, Michael" <Michael_Chezik@ios.doi.gov> 
Date: 05/28/2010 09:06 AM 
Subject: RE: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil  samples

  

 

Where can I get a decent summary of what kind of sampling is being done by USGS
staff?  The EPA Region 6 administrator is asking. 
 
 
Stephen R. Spencer, Ph.D. 
Regional Environmental Officer 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of Environmental Policy and Compliance 
1001 Indian School Road NW, Suite 348 
Albuquerque, NM 87104 
Phone: (505) 563-3572, Fax: (505) 563-3066, Cell (24/7): (505) 249-2462 
www.doi.gov/oepc/albuquerque.html 

 

From: Bill R Miller [wrmiller@usgs.gov]
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2010 4:35 AM
To: Raddant, Andrew
Cc: Demith, Beth; Spencer, Stephen
Subject: Re: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples

Andrew 
 
Thanks for your help!  Appreciated... 

William R. Miller
U.S. Geological Survey
Safety and Health Management Branch
12201 Sunrise Valley Dr, Mail Stop 246

http://www.doi.gov/oepc/albuquerque.html


Reston VA 20192
Ph: (703) 648-7552
Fx:  (703) 648-7475
wrmiller@usgs.gov 

-----"Raddant, Andrew" <Andrew_Raddant@ios.doi.gov> wrote: -----

To: "Miller, Bill R" <wrmiller@usgs.gov>
From: "Raddant, Andrew" <Andrew_Raddant@ios.doi.gov>
Date: 05/27/2010 09:47PM
cc: "Demith, Beth" <bdemith@usgs.gov>, "Spencer, Stephen"
<Stephen_Spencer@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: FW: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples

Hi Bill: --- Sorry we had a major fire drill here on the way to find your answer.  I'm
afraid that I do not have the perfect answer either.  There are two ways to go about
this, depending on the nature of the work.  If on behalf of NPS or FWS work on
response or NRDA, you may be able to determine where they are tying up their
boats for cleaning.  Operations may be able to assist in identifying these sites in LA,
but your NPS and FWS contacts may be best.  Otherwise, if part of USGS normal
operations, I have attached the best piece of information I can find from the
nepia.com website.  This is attached, and references options for maritime vessels as
well as individual owner responsibility that leads to the BP claims process (also
identified by Operations in my discussion).  In any case, I recommend speaking
directly to Coast Guard at the number below.  It may also be important to determine
how best to coordinate your boat operations with Coast Guard to minimize conflict
and to ensure safety (I say this without knowing where your boats are operating.) 
Sorry I did not have a clearer answer. 
Andrew Raddant 
cell: 617-592-5444 

 

From: Raddant, Andrew 
Sent: Thursday, May 27, 2010 10:32 AM 
To: Miller, Bill R 
Cc: Spencer, Stephen 
Subject: Fw: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples 

Hello Bill: Based on the reply from USCG, I may need more information. As it was put
to me, if the USGS group was integrated/signed in as part of the Incident Command,
then it would have received the needed information from the respective branch or
unit. If not, then they need to be signed in and integrated with the proper group (e.g.,
Env. Unit). The contact number for the Mobile Incident Command for the Mobile AOR
is: 251-445-8948 or -8946. Please let me know if the USGS group you refer to wishes
to operate independently of the response. This is probably carefully controlled as
well, but the number above would be a good place to start. Thanks, Andrew 

 

mailto:wrmiller@usgs.gov


From : Raddant, Andrew 
To : Miller, Bill R 
Sent : Thu May 27 09:11:42 2010 
Subject : Re: Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples 

Hello Bill: Will obtain information for the Houma ICP AOR. There are 4 decon sites.
Having some Outlook/non-BB connectivity problems, but will do my best. Andrew 

 

From : Bill R Miller <wrmiller@usgs.gov> 
To : Spencer, Stephen; Raddant, Andrew 
Sent : Thu May 27 08:39:04 2010 
Subject : Env Questions concerning the collection of post oil samples 

Andrew/Steven: 

Questions are starting to arise in USGS regarding the
possibility of having to decontaminate boats that get oil on
them and also how they will dispose of waste if they generate
it 
during sample collection.  Is there any basic guidance we can
provide our USGS personnel ?  Are there cleaning stations
established throughout the region?   Any news or updates on decon
sites located across the region and guidance developed for
response workers, equipment, etc.,? 

Any info you can provide would be helpful in addition to whom
we they may contact for env. related questions related to
their on site response work.   

William R. Miller 
U.S. Geological Survey 
Safety and Health Management Branch 
12201 Sunrise Valley Dr, Mail Stop 246 
Reston VA 20192 
Ph: (703) 648-7552 
Fx:  (703) 648-7475 
wrmiller@usgs.gov 

[attachment "MaritimeAssociation.doc" removed by Bill R Miller/APS/USGS/DOI] 
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